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will support in the way of wasteful consumption. It is an-
other application of the principle of "what the traffic will
bear." The adjustment of such a conventional scale of con-
spicuous waste to the bearing-capacity of the habitual in-
come is a work of habituation, however, and so requires
time and some attentive elaboration. But so soon, or rather
so far, as a staple run of decent expenditures has so been
worked into the texture of everyday habits, it takes its place
in the schedule of necessities and becomes good and inde-
feasible. In this matter the German community, with their
traditions of frugality handed down from the days of en-
forced parsimony, have hitherto made only moderate
progress. Not that the most expensive among them are not
sufficiently spendthrift, but the common run have scarcely
yet learned to consume large incomes with that unobtrusive
efficiency that marks the gentleman of inherited wealth who
has had the benefit of lifelong experience in a community
of wasters. It is probably still a safe proposition that an
English gentleman of the better sort will cost, all told,
several-fold the cost of a German gentleman of convention-
ally equal standing. Still, the Germans, wealthy and well-
to-do, are taking up the slack as well and as fast as might
fairly be expected. It should be called to mind that, as they
are racially identical with their English compeers, they will
also not be behindhand in this feature of the cultural ad-
vance, given only the opportunity and a reasonable allow-
ance of time.
There is, of course, no inclination here to find fault with
this decent waste of time and substance. It is one of the
necessary concomitants of the price system. And it is one